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ARTICLE I: TITLE, AUTHORITY, PURPOSE., AND INTENT 

1.0 Short Tftle 

This ordinance shal l be known as the Planning Commission 

Ordinance of Calhoun County, Florida. 

2.0 Authority 

This ord inance is established pursuant to Part I I of Chapter 

163 of the Florida Statutes and has been duly adopted by the Ca lhoun 

County Commission at its regular meeting on Au3m ... t 1 , 1984 after 

due cons ideration of comments from the affected public at the 

requi s ite publ ic heari ngs preceding adoption . 

3.0 Purpose 

The purpose of the Board of County Commissioners of Calhoun 

County, Florida (hereafter cal led the Board) in establi shing a 

Planning Commisison is to create a citizen review and advisory 

group which wi 11 better enabl e the County to preserve and enhance 

i ts present advantages , overcome its present handicaps , and prevent 

or minimize future problems through the supervision and 

implementation of such planning programs and act iviti es as the 

Board may direct. 

4.0 Intent 

4.1 It is the intent of the Board that the Planni ng Commission 

sha 11 perform subject to its approva 1 those requ irements 

of the law relative to planni ng . 

4.2 It is the further intent of the Board that the Planning 

Commiss ion shal l, to the ful l extent of its ability: 

a) Promote, protect, and improve the pub 1 i c he a 1 th , 

safety, comfort, good order, appearance , 

conven ience , mora l s, and general welfare of the 

community; 
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b) Conserve the value of land, buildings, and 

resources; 

c) Protect the character and maintain the stabi l ity 

of residential, agri cultura 1 , business, and 

industrial areas and promote the orderly deve lopment 

of such areas. 

ARTICLE JI : MEMBERSHIP AND PROCEDURES 

1.0 Membership 

1.1 The Calhoun County Planning Commission sha l l have ten 

members appointed by the Board such that each County 

Commissioner shall appoi nt two members from within their 

district. Initi al appointments shall be on t he following 

bas i s : 

District 1: one for a one-year term and one for a 

two-year term; 

District 2: one for a one-year term and one for a 

three-year term; 

District 3: one for a two-year term and one for a 

three-year term; 

District 4: one for a one-year term and one for a 

two-year term; 

District 5: one for a one-year term and one for a 

t hree-year term. 

Subsequent appointments shall a 11 be for t hree-year terms 

and sha ll be appointed by the County Commissioner whose 

appointee's term is expiring. 

1.2 Planning Commi ssioners whose terms are expiring are 

eligible for reappointment. 

1.3 The Board shall consider in making its appoi ntments the 

representation of all legitimate interest groups inc l uding 

the building and construction trades, consumer and 
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environmental advocates, representatives of minority groups, 

commercial development spokesmen, agricultura l interests, and any 

and all other such groups so as to insure the broadest possible 

representation of the ci ti zenry of the County. 

1. 4 The Board is authorized to appoint and remove any member 

from the Planning Commission. 

1.5 Any vacancies occurring during the unexpired term of 

office of any member may be fil l ed within thirty days 

by the County Commissioner whose appointee•s seat has 

become vacant. 

2.0 Officers. Meetings. By-laws. Budget 

2.1 At its first organizational meeting the Planning Commission 

sha 11 se 1 ect a Chairman and a Vice Chairman from among 

its n~mbers and shal l appoint a secretary who may be 

an employee of the County. 

2.2 The Planning Convnission shall meet at regular intervals 

to be determined by it and at such other times as the 

Chairman or a majority of the Planning Commission may 

determine. A simple majority of membership shall 

constitute a quorum. After a quorum has been established, 

a simple majority of that quorum can transact any official 

business except in those instances where there is to 

be adoption or amendment of the Planning Commissioner•s 

By-Laws or any adoption or amendment of any part of the 

Comprehensive Plan, in which case a vote of a simple 

majority of the total membership shall be necessary. 

Al l meetings of the Planning Commission shal l be public . 

2.3 The Planning Commission shall adopt By-Laws for the 

transaction of its business. The By-Laws shall reflect 
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the schedule of regular meetings, the manner in which 

notice shall be given, the date, time, and place, and 

the subjects to be discussed, as we 11 as the method of 

calling and conducting special meetings . The By-Laws 

shall specify the procedures, rules, and regulations 

necessary for the Planning Commission to conduct its 

business. 

2.4 The Planning Commission shall keep a properly indexed 

record of its resolutions, transactions, findings, 

correspondence, and determinations, including copies 

of all development plans which may be submitted for its 

review. Such fi l es and records shall be made available 

to the genera l public at some resonable location during 

normal working hours . 

2.5 The Planning Commission may, subject to the approval 

of the Board, request consideration for inclusion within 

the authorized annua 1 budget of the County. Within the 

fi nanc i a 1 1 i mit at ions set by appropriations made or other 

funds available, the Planning Commission may, through 

the Board, employ such experts, technicians, and staff 

as may be deemed proper and pay their salaries, contractual 

charges and fees, and such other expenses as are necessary 

to conduct the work of the Planning Commission. 

2. 6 The Planning Commission may establish a schedule of fees 

and charges, subject to the Board ' s approval, for such 

services as it may be called upon to render. Such fees 

and charges shall accrue to the County's general revenue 

fund. 
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ARTICLE III: FUNCTIONS, POWERS, AND DUTIES 

1.0 InfQrmation Gathering 

The Planning Commission shal l act to acquire and maintain 

such information and materials as are necessary to an understanding 

of past trends, present conditions, and forces at work within the 

County to cause change~ in these cond itions. Such information 

and material may include maps and photographs of manmade and natural 

physica l features of the area concerned, statistics on past trends 

and present conditions with respect to popu lation, property values, 

economic base , land use, and such other information as is important 

or likely to be important in de termini ng the amount, direction, 

and kind of development to be expected in the County and its 

mun icipali ties . 

2.0 Comprehensive Planning 

The Planning Commission shall be responsible for coordi nating 

the process by which the Calhoun County Comprehensive Plan is adopted 

and amended as stipul ated in Chapter 163 of the Flori da Statutes, 

including conducting such activities as may be required for timely 

and usefu l completion of Evaluation and Appraisal Reports (fi ve-year 

updates) as required under Ch. 163.3191 F.S. The Pl anning Commission 

shall oversee all activities of the County with regard to 

comprehensive and long-range planning. 

3.0 land Use Regulation 

3.1 Upon the request of the Board the Planni ng Commission 

shall prepare for the Board's consideration any zoning 

codes , maps, or ordinances , subdivision regulations, 

f lood hazard area ordinances, or any other regulations 

governing land use which the Board may request as suitable 

for the County . 



3.2 The Pl anning Commission may upon its own i nitiat i ve propose 

to the Board any studies of issues, probl ems, or 

opportunities which it may find relevant to planning 

considerations within the County and which , if properly 

acted upon, would further the purposes of this ordinance. 

Upon the Board •s concurrence with such suggest ions , the 

Pl anning Commission may proceed to prepare concrete 

recommendations for the Board•s action concerning such 

issues, probl ems, or opportunities. 

3. 3 If the County adopts any future zoning code, maps, or 

ordi nance , the Pl ann i ng Commission sha ll be renamed the 

Ca l houn County Pl anning and Zoning Commission and shall 

have the responsibilities for a zoning commission as 

spec i fied i n Chapter 163 of the Florida Statues. 

3.4 If the County adopts any future subdivision regulations, 

the Planni ng Commission sha l l be the designated pl at 

reviewi ng agency of the County, as specified in Chapters 

163 and 177 of the Florida Statutes. 

ARTICLE IV : LEGAL STATUS 

1.0 Amendments 

This ordinance may be amended by the Board subsequent to a 

notice of public heari ng and due cons i deration of the comments 

of the general public at that public hearing in accordance with 

the provisions of Chapter 125 of the Florida Statutes . 

2.0 Severance Clause 

Should any section or provision of this ordinance be decl ared 

by the courts to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision 

shall not affect the va l idity of the ordinance as a whole , or any 

part thereof other than the part so declared to be unconstitutional 

or i nvalid . 
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PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED 

~0.~ , 1984 . 

IN OPEN SESSION THIS 7 "t.v DAY OF 

6 

WI E, Clerk of Circuit 
Court and E -officio 
Clerk to t Board of County 
Commissioners 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF CALHOUN 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
CALHOUN COUNTY, FLORIDA 

I, WILLIE D. WISE, Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners 

in and for the County and State aforesaid do hereby certify that 

the above and foregoi ng is a true and correct copy c-~ an Ordinance 

as the same was duly adopted and passed at a regular meeting of 

the Board on the 1;:;.,._ day of Q_,_,__~ , 1964, and as the 

same appears on record in my office. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have he rei nto set 

seal this f")tM. day of ~C...~ , 1984. 

6 

fficial 

WILLIE D. ~I , Clerk of the Board 
of County Co missioners of Calhoun 
County, Fl ida 
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