
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS" 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 19, 1990 ---PUBLIC HEARING 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT : 
S . DONNELL W!IITFI ELD 
JAMES M. DILLARD 
ELLIS MELVIN 
TRUMAN GRANT 
MONROE COX 

PRESENT AND ACTING: 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT , GAIL O'BRYAN 
COUNTY ATTORN EY , BILL A. CORBIN 
SllERIFF , WILLIAM G. (BUDDY) SMITll 

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY SHERIFF SMITH AND FOLLOWED WITII 
PRAYER BY COMMISSIONER WHITFIELD AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE 
FLAG. 

APPROXIMATELY 150 CITIZENS WERE PRESENT AT THE PUBLIC HEARING . 

COMMISSIONER Wl!ITFIELD STATED Ti lE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING WAS TO 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED UTILITY COMPANY FRANCH ISE 
ORDINANCE AND ASKED ATTORNEY CORBIN TO EXPLAIN TO TilE PUBLIC THE 
STATUS OF TilE PROPOSED ORDINANCE . 

COUNTY ATTORNEY BILL CORBIN EXPLAINI.:D THE PURPOSE OF Tl!IS MEETlN\; WAS 
TO CONSIDER TilE ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE WHIC!I GRANTS PRANClliSES 
TO UTILITY COMPANIES AND ALLOWS THEM TO ASSESS CUSTONERS . liE 
REPORTED , THE BOARD PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED COM~1ENTS FR0~1 Tl!E 
PUBLIC AND AT A MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 14TH, HAD AGREED THAT 
2 CONDITIONS BE MET BEFORE ADOPTION OF THE ORDINANCE. 

1. THE ISSllE BE PLACED ON TilE NOVEMBER 6, BALLOT AND MUST 
BE APPROVED BY THE VOTERS OF THE UNINCORPORAT ED AREAS OF 
CALHOUN COUNTY. 

2 . TO BRING A DECLARATORY ACTION SUIT IN ClRCUIT COURT TO 
DETERMINE THE VALIDITY OF THE ORDINANCE. 

COM~1ISSIONER WIIITFIELD EXPLAINED Tl!AT TilE 1990-91 BUDGET !lAD BEEN 
CUT EXTENSIVELY IN ORDER TO MINIMALLY FUND SERVICES J=OR TilE COt>1lNG 
YEAR. HE STATED TilE CHOICE IS OUT OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
llANOS DUE TO STATE MANDATES AND NO REVENUES . HE SAl D THE PEOPLE 
OF CALHOUN COUNTY ARE GOING TO !lAVE TO VOTE IN ORDER TO DECIDE IF 
Ti lEY WANT THE fOLLOWING SERVICES FOR FY 91-9 2 : 

FIRE PROTECTION, LIBRARIES , COUNTY EXTENSION, VETERANS SERVICE 
OFFICER AND SENIOR CITIZENS TRANSPORTATION . 

MANY QUESTIONS WERE POSED REGARDING FIRE CONTROL , RIGIIT OF WAYS FOR 
TRANSMISSION LINES, CAP ON FRAN:CIIISE FEE, ·SPECIAL FIRE DISTRICT 
TAXES, INDEBTEDNESS OF COUNTY, BUDGET CUTS AND SERVICES PROVIDED 
BY THE CITY OF BLOUNTSTOWN AND ALTHA. 

MUCH OPPOSITION WAS EXPRESSED CONCERNING THE TAX BEING PLACED ON 
TilE UNINCORPORATED AREAS AND NOT ON THE CITIES. ATTORNEY CORBIN 
STATED THE COUNTY liAS NO AUTHORITY TO IMPOSE A TAX ON CITY RESIDENTS, 
IIOWEVER, THE CITY AND COUNTY COULD GET TOGETHER AND POSSIBLY ENTER 
INTO AN INNER LOCAL AGREEMENT AGREEING FOR BOTH ENTI1'JES TO PLACE 
A TAX FOR SERVICES , TIIEN BOTII CITY AND COUNTY RESIDENTS COULD V.OTE 
ON TilE ISSUE. 

AFTER MORE DISCUSSION . COMMISSIONER WHITFIELD STATED THE BOARD 
HAD TENTATIVELY 1\DOPTED FY 90-91 BUDGET AT lOMILLS, IIAVE PLACED 
THE FRANCHISE r:CE ISSUE ON THE NOVEMBER 6, 1990 BJ\LLOT,AND IF 
PASSED , WILL BRING A DECLARATORY ACTION SUIT IN CIRCUIT COURT 
TO DETERMINE VALIDITY OF THE ORDINANCE . 

TIIERE BEING NO foURTHER BUSINESS, TilE BOARD DID 1'\DJOUI.lN. 
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